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Allegro

Molto adagio

Allegretto - Maggiore, Theme russe
Finale: Presto

0mMmobE xdgMdo (1797-1828)

Ln3gd00b0 33060H0 com dozmmn, D. 956
Allegro ma non troppo

Adagio

Scherzo: Presto — Trio: Andante sostenuto
Allegretto

Jerusalem Quartet
Alexander Pavlovsky - First Violin
Sergei Bresler — Second Violin

Ori Kam - Viola
Kyril Zlotnikov - Cello

Jing Zhao - Cello

Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)

String Quartet No. 8 in E Minor, Op. 59, No.
2, “Razumovsky”

Allegro

Molto adagio

Allegretto - Maggiore, Theme russe

Finale: Presto

Franz Schubert (1797-1828)

String Quintet in C Major, D. 956

Allegro ma non troppo

Adagio

Scherzo: Presto — Trio: Andante sostenuto
Allegretto
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Programme Notes

Ludwig van Beethoven

String Quartet No. 8 in E Minor, Op. 59, No.
2, “Razumovsky”

Beethoven composed his three
*Razumovsky” quartets, Op. 59, in 1806,
during his so-called “middle period.” They
were commissioned by Count Andreas
Razumovsky, the Russian ambassador in
Vienna, who asked Beethoven to incorporate
Russian themes into the works. These
quartets mark a significant expansion of the
quartet form, both in scope and ambition,
and were met with surprise at their
complexity when first performed. The
Quartet in E Minor, Op. 59, No. 2, is the
second of the three works in the set and was
first published in 1808. In the third
movement of the quartet, Beethoven
introduced a Russian theme that would later
be taken up by Mussorgsky, Arensky,
Tchaikovsky, and Rachmaninoff in their
works. The “Razumovsky” quartets went on
to influence later composers deeply and
remain central to the string quartet
repertoire.

Franz Schubert

String Quintet in C Major, D. 956

Franz Schubert composed his String Quintet
in C Major in 1828, just two months before
his death. It is his only string quintet and is
unusual in its scoring: instead of the
customary two violins, two violas, and cello,
Schubert wrote for two violins, viola, and
two cellos, creating a uniquely rich sonority.
The work was not published until 1853,
twenty-five years after the composer’s
death, and its first performance took place in
1850, when the Josef Hellmesberger Quartet
with Josef Stransky premiered the piece.
Today, Schubert’s string quintet is regarded
as one of the greatest achievements in
chamber music and a cornerstone of the
repertoire.

Meanwhile in Georgia...

In the 1850s, the Russian Empire finally
subdued the Caucasian highlanders and
incorporated western Georgia into its
territory. During the Crimean War, the
Ottomans temporarily occupied Samegrelo
and Abkhazia, devastating villages and
terrorising the population. After the war, the
burden of reparations was placed on the
peasants through additional taxes, which in
1856 sparked an uprising in Samegrelo. The
revolt was brutally suppressed by the local
ruler with the support of Russian troops.
These events accelerated the abolition of
principalities and serfdom in western
Georgia: the Principality of Samegrelo was
dissolved in 1857, that of Svaneti in 1858,
and Abkhazia in 1862.his was an open
carriage on all four sides, with a roof
supported by iron poles, and inside, a row of
seats with adjustable backs. The konka
could accommodate up to 20 passengers
and operated in Thilisi until 1904, when it
was replaced by the electric tram.

Programme notes by Nino Zhvania



