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Tumanishvili Film Actors Theatre presents
“The Bald Soprano“ by Eugene lonesco

Adapted into Georgian by - Zurab Getsadze
Director - Zurab Getsadze

Set Designers - Nino Koridze, Sopho Mariam
Koridze

Musical Arrangement - Zurab Getsadze

Cast: Nana Shonia, Temo Natroshvili, Vano
Tarkhnishvili, Maia Gelovani, Giorgi Nakashidze,
Nanuka Litanishvili

Duration of the performance: 1 hour and 20 minutes
(In one act)
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Eugene lonesco

The Bald Soprano

"The Bald Soprano” is a play written by
Romanian-French playwright Eugene lonesco. It
premiered on 11 May 1950 at the Théatre des
Noctambules, Paris and is often regarded as a seminal
work in the Theatre of the Absurd, a movement that
emerged in the mid-20th century, characterized by its
focus on the illogical and meaningless aspects of human
existence. The play’s original French title, "La Cantatrice
Chauve," literally translates to "The Bald Singer," which
Is deliberately nonsensical, much like the play itself.

The play opens in a typically middle-class English living
room, where Mr. and Mrs. Smith are conversing. Their
dialogue is a series of banal and nonsensical exchanges,
filled with clichés and non-sequiturs. They are soon
joined by another couple, the Martins, who, after some
confusion, realize they are married to each other. The
Fire Chief arrives, ostensibly to put out a fire, but instead
tells a series of absurd stories. The maid, Mary, also
interjects with her own bizarre anecdotes. The play
concludes with the characters shouting nonsensically at
each other, their dialogue disintegrating into a series of
iIncoherent sounds.

At its core, "The Bald Soprano” explores the futility of
human communication. The characters speak in clichés
and empty phrases, highlighting the breakdown of
meaningful dialogue. lonesco portrays language as a
barrier rather than a bridge, emphasizing the absurdity of
social conventions and the isolation of individuals in
modern society. The play satirizes the emptiness of
bourgeois existence. The Smiths and Martins, with their
polite but meaningless conversations, represent the
superficiality of middle-class life. lonesco mocks their
routines and pretensions, revealing the underlying
absurdity of their existence.

The play’s structure is deliberately circular. It begins and
ends with the same scene, suggesting the cyclical nature
of the characters’ lives and the inescapability of their
absurd existence. This repetition reinforces the theme of
monotony and the futility of seeking meaning in a
senseless world.

"The Bald Soprano" is a landmark in modern theatre. It
challenged traditional notions of plot, character, and
dialogue, paving the way for future works in the Theatre
of the Absurd. lonesco’s innovative use of language and
structure has influenced countless playwrights and
continues to resonate with contemporary audiences,
including Georgian ones. Eugene lonesco's "The Bald
Soprano"” has been part of the repertoire of the
Tumanishvili Film Actors Theatre since 2007.
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