Programme

Robert Schumann

Kreisleriana, Op. 16

"Kreisleriana," Op. 16, is a significant and influential
piano work composed by the renowned German
composer Robert Schumann. The piece was
completed in 1838 and is part of Schumann's
Impressive output during his highly productive early
period. The title "Kreisleriana" refers to a fictional
character created by the German Romantic writer
E.T.A. Hoffmann. Johannes Kreisler, the character, Is
a talented and passionate musician known for his
eccentric and emotional nature. Schumann, who was
deeply inspired by literature, especially the works of
E.T.A. Hoffmann, adopted the name "Kreisleriana" for
this piano work as a tribute to the character's artistic
fervour. "Kreisleriana" consists of eight contrasting
movements, each expressing a range of emotions
and moods. Schumann's use of contrasting sections
and sudden shifts in mood contributes to the work's
dramatic and imaginative qualities. The work was
influenced by Schumann's complex emotions and
experiences at the time of composition. During this
period, Schumann's romantic pursuit of Clara Wieck,
a talented pianist and composer, faced opposition
from Clara's father and resulted in emotional turmoill
for Schumann. The passionate and emotionally
charged music of "Kreisleriana" is seen as a
reflection of Schumann's own intense feelings and
struggles during this period of his life. "Kreisleriana”
IS considered one of Schumann's masterpieces for
piano solo. Its challenging technical demands and
emotional depth have made it a favourite among
pianists and audiences alike. Over the years,
"Kreisleriana" has remained a cherished and
frequently performed piece in the piano repertoire,
continuing to captivate listeners with its rich
emotional palette and Iimaginative storytelling
through music.

Franz Liszt

Piano Sonata in B Minor, S.178

The Piano Sonata in B minor by Franz Liszt is one of
the most iconic and monumental works in the piano
repertoire. Completed in 1853, the sonata represents
a significant milestone In Liszt's career and is
reaarded as a3 masterniece of the Romantic era. L iszt



dedicated it to Robert Schumann as a response to
Schumann's dedication of his Fantasie in C major to
Liszt. Regrettably, Schumann never had the
opportunity to see the score of the B-minor Sonata
because, by the time the piece was published in
1854, Schumann was already residing in the asylum
in Endenich. The Sonata reflects Liszt's innovative
approach to form and structure. Instead of following
the traditional sonata form, he created a unique
single-movement structure, where contrasting
themes and motives are interconnected throughout
the work, resulting In a cohesive and dramatic
narrative. Divided Iinto four main sections, played
without pause, the Sonata can be interpreted in two
ways: as a single sonata-form movement and as a
complete four-movement sonata, unified by the
transformation of four major themes. Interestingly,
several musicologists have positioned the Sonata
alongside works inspired by Goethe's Faust due to
certain similarities In its structure and material In
relation to Liszt’'s Faust Symphony. The work's
emotional depth, technical challenges, and
Innovative structure make it a powerful expression of
Liszt's artistic vision. Curiously, the Sonata was met
with a lukewarm reception by the public initially. For
instance, when Liszt played it for Johannes Brahms,
the latter reportedly fell asleep during the
performance. Despite the initial negative reception,
the Sonata has become a staple in the piano
repertoire and is regarded as one of Liszt's greatest
achievements. Its lasting significance lies in its ability
to transport listeners on a profound and emotional
journey, demonstrating Liszt's artistic genius and his
iImmense contribution to the Romantic piano
tradition.

Meanwhile in Georgia...

In 1854, when Franz Liszt published his Piano Sonata
in B minor, the tranquil atmosphere of Tsinandali
Estate was shattered by an unexpected attack from
the troops of Imam Shamil, a prominent Muslim
leader opposing Russian expansion. On July 4,
Ghazi-Muhammad, Shamil's son, led the raid, during
which the mountaineers pillaged the estate and took
the wife of Alexander's son, Prince David
Chavchavadze, and her widowed sister, Varvara
Orbeliani, as captives. The raiders also seized their
children and several other relatives, causing
shockwaves not only in Russia but also across the
Western world. After complex negotiations, on March
22, 1855, a prisoner exchange took place. The
hostaaes were released in exchanae for Shamil's



captivve son, Jamal al-Din, and 40,060 silver rubles,
as part of a broader agreement involving the general
exchange of prisoners.
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