Programme

Jean Cocteau

La voix humaine

Jean Cocteau's "La voix humaine" (The
Human Voice) is a compelling and
emotionally charged one-act play that
stands as a powerful exploration of human
emotions, relationships, and the
complexities of love. Written in 1928, "La
voix humaine” has since become a
celebrated work of dramatic literature,
captivating audiences with its raw and
Intense portrayal of human vulnerability.
"La voix humaine” was written by the
Influential French poet, playwright, and
flmmaker Jean Cocteau. Premiered in
1930, the play tells the story of a woman's
telephone conversation with her former
lover, who Is now leaving her for another
woman. As the conversation unfolds, the
audience Is taken on an emotional
rollercoaster, witnessing the woman's
desperate attempt to salvage her
relationship and retain her lover's affection.
The woman's emotions, thoughts, and
Internal struggles are revealed through her
dialogue, creating an intimate and intense
theatrical experience.

"La voix humaine" delves into a myriad of
themes that resonate deeply with
audiences. The play explores love, loss,
betrayal, and the human capacity for
self-deception and vulnerability. Cocteau's
masterful portrayal of the human psyche
allows audiences to withess the
complexities and contradictions of human
emotions, making "La voix humaine" a
deeply relatable and thought-provoking



WOrK. "La voiX humaine™ holds a signiticant
place In the realm of modern theatre,
recognized for its Innovative and
Introspective approach to dramatic
storytelling. The play's intense emotional
Impact and exploration of the human
condition have made it a timeless and
enduring piece of art that continues to
resonate with audiences across
generations.

Interestingly, in the 1930s, when Cocteau
wrote the play, the phone system
drastically differed from the present one:
The telephone lines were controlled by
switchboard exchanges, so an operator
was required to connect calls. Phone lines
also shared multiple subscribers. All these
elements are part of the play, though,
unlike the phone system, the feelings
described in the monodrama still make the
piece sound very modern.

Meanwhile in Georgia...

The first publication about the telephone In
Georgia appeared in the journal "lveria" in
1877, stating: "Who knows if this story is
true or not, and if it is true, good luck to the
strength of man..." Furthermore, lvane
Machabeli - a famous Georgian writer,
translator, and publicist - wrote about it In
the "Droeba" newspaper In 1880. He
described the invention as a remarkable
machine that allowed a person to hear a
voice from a distant Ilocation. The
telephone was initially employed by
journalists in Tbilisi when a telephone line
was established between the editorial
office of the "Kavkazi" newspaper and the
printing house, facilitating the first
connection. Subsequently, several
telephone lines were set up in Thbilisi soon
after.
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