Programme

Antonin Dvorak

Piano Quintet No. 2 in A Major, Op. 81,
B. 155

Antonin Dvorak's Piano Quintet No. 2
in A major, Op. 81, is a magnificent
chamber music work that showcases
the composer's mastery of melody,
rhythm, and orchestration. In this
composition, Dvorak adeptly weaves
in nuances of Slavonic music, skillfully
capturing the essence of this musical
tradition. Composed between August
18 and October 8, 1887, the Quintet
was published by Simrock a year later,
with a dedication to university
professor Bohdan Neureuther, a
prominent supporter of young
musicians in Prague. The Quintet may
have been inspired by Dvorak's
revisiting of some of his early
compositions, including his first Piano
Quintet from 1872. This newfound
reflection perhaps motivated him to
create a more mature counterpart to
his earlier work. During this period,
Dvorak experienced contentment in
his life and the Opus 81 can be
described as essentially joyful. He
composed it mainly at his cherished
home located on the edge of the
forest land of Vysoka which likely
influenced the work's positive nature.
The premiere of the Piano Quintet No.



2 took place on January 6, 1888, at the
Rudolfinum Iin Prague. The piece was
met with critical acclaim and was
well-received by the audience.
Approximately one month after the
premiere, Pyotr Tchaikovsky visited
Prague. Having heard Dvorak's new
quintet at one of the concerts, he
made a note Iin his diary about the
experience: “They played quartets by
Smetana and Kovarovic, and the
quintet by Dvorak. | found the latter
very amiable and | very much liked his
quintet.” The Quintet’s success
further solidified Dvorak's reputation
as one of the leading composers of
his time. As with many of his
compositions, the Piano Quintet No. 2
contributed to spreading Dvorak's
fame beyond the borders of his native
Czech lands.

Meanwhile in Georgia...

Nikoloz Gudiashvili (1913-1998) made
a significant mark in Georgian
chamber music when he composed
the first Georgian Piano Quintet in
1948. His First Piano Quintet stands
as one of the most significant
accomplishments in this genre within
Georgian classical music. Continuing
his artistic journey, Gudiashvili later
composed his Second Piano Quintet
in 1988. Both works remain
noteworthy contributions to the
country's rich musical heritage.
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