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Dear friends

| am hugely delighted to finally be able to play classical
concerts again. It has definitely been too long, and it feels
great to return to sold-out concert halls and open-air stages.
Being able to play live is nothing | take for granted, especially
after COVID. And it’s your ongoing support that helps me
grow as an artist. Your encouragement is what drives me.
As I’'m writing this, I'm really looking forward to every single
show of the ICONIC tour. | can’t wait to play each and every
night with the same dedication. For me, there is really
nothing better in the world than to make you happy with my
music.

Despite all the news we have to deal with every day, many of
them horrible, music always has that potential to take us to a
better place: it can give us so many beautiful and positive
moments, so we can forget all the negative things - at least
for a little while.

It will be my greatest pleasure to transport, touch and
enchant you with the new arrangements that we - Franck van
der Heijden (guitar), Rogier van Wegberg (bass) and myself -
are going to present to you.

Obviously, playing as a trio may seem rather unconventional
for a classical performance. Yet, Iin fact, the combination of
violin and guitar has a much longer tradition in the history of
music than violin and piano. Franck, Rogier and | find this
combination incredibly exciting, and with the upcoming
concerts, we want to show you just how well these
instruments match and harmonize with each other.

| am particularly excited to introduce my new violin on this
tour: a Guarneri del Gesu from 1734, once owned by the
great virtuoso Gaetano Pugnani. One of the main reasons
why | acquired this wonderful instrument, which has not
been played for such a long time, was actually this tour - so
that | could present it to you.

| believe that the sound of a Guarneri violin can express all
the vulnerability and fragility, everything human - whereas a
Stradivarius always sounds somewhat superhuman.
Especially with my current repertoire, which is full of big
emotions and feelings, that fragile human touch is much
more important to me than the superhuman sound of a
Stradivarius.

That’s why my new Guarneri del Gesu is the perfect violin for
the ICONIC concerts — and hopefully you will enjoy listening
to it as much as | love playing it.

Cordially,
Your
David Garrett



David Garrett About ICONIC Tour (excerpt from the interview
with Dr Burkhard Schafer)

How long have you been contemplating the idea for ICONIC?
| think | have been working on this project for more than 30
years. Every great violinist has recorded such an album of
short, special highlights of music history that were originally
written for the violin. Just think of those beautiful alboums by
Isaac Stern, Yehudi Menuhin or Fritz Kreisler, for example,
containing pieces that are short, musically challenging and
exciting at the same time...

So, you’re essentially following in the footsteps of your idols?
Whether it’s Nathan Milstein or Mischa Elman, Henryk
Szeryng or Arthur Grumiaux: all these outstanding violinists
have recorded an album of encores in this tradition. So, it has
pretty much become a mandatory thing, “a must” one has to
do at some point. And | remember that as a child | was
incredibly fond of listening to the albums these iconic players
had recorded. Of course, | also played some of their Brahms
or Beethoven recordings, but my favourite albums were
always the ones with the short, energetic pieces: you got to
experience one amazing melody after the next, and you
could really enjoy the individual sound of each violinist.
That’s why ICONIC is a project I've been involved with for
more than 30 years. Last year felt like the right time to finally
make it happen.

All of the ICONIC arrangements have that combination of
violin and guitar. How do these two instruments harmonize?
The inspiration to focus on violin and guitar was pretty easy
to find, because there are, for example, countless pieces that
Niccolo Paganini wrote for this instrumentation. What few
people know is that Paganini was just as virtuosic and
accomplished on the guitar as he was on the violin. | listened
to a lot of pieces in this combination, and it seemed to make
perfect sense. The piano basically serves as the foundation
iIn terms of harmonies and chord progressions. Broadly
speaking, one could almost think of the guitar as the piano of
the 18th and 19th centuries, when it comes to duo nights. As
an accompanying instrument, the guitar has a much longer
tradition than the piano. That’s why | think it’s a great match
- because the guitar is actually the piano’s predecessor.
How did you choose the pieces for the tour and the album?
In fact, my choices depended very much on whether or not
they were suited for this combination of violin and guitar. The
violin needs to harmonize with the guitar in a duo
constellation, and vice versa. So | tried to imagine a possible
repertoire and made my choices based on these parameters.
Keeping this fairly simple concept in mind, we then came up
with the arrangements.

How are you going to take this concept to the stage?

We have a classical trio with a somewhat unusual
constellation: violin, guitar, and bass. That’s what people get
to experience on stage.

What made you settle on such a trio line-up?

This whole project was conceived during the pandemic and
of course, it was important to me to keep infection risks as
low as possible. The bigger the line-up, the greater the risk of
a COVID-related interruption of the tour. | like to be optimally
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everything to keep the risk of infections as low as we can.
That’s why we, unfortunately, cannot tour with an orchestra
right now.
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