Programme

Frederic Chopin

Concerto for Piano and Orchestra No. 2 in F
Minor, Op. 21

Fréedéric Chopin's Piano Concerto No. 2 is
considered one of his most popular and beloved
works. Composed in 1829 by the 19-years old
genius it remains a staple in the repertoire of
pianists worldwide. It was written during a time
when Chopin was exploring his musical voice
and establishing himself as a pianist and
composer. He was deeply influenced by the
piano concertos of composers like Mozart and
Beethoven, and his concerto follows the
traditional three-movement structure of classical
concertos. However, Chopin infused his work
with his distinct Polish musical heritage, utilizing
rich harmonies, intricate ornamentation, and
expressive melodies that would later become
hallmarks of his style. Interestingly, the Second
Piano Concerto was actually written before the
First Concerto but published later which led to
confusing numbering of the concertos. Chopin's
deep emotions for his first love, Konstancja
Gtadkowska, provided the inspiration for this
composition. “As | already have, perhaps
unfortunately, my ideal, whom | faithfully serve,
without having spoken to her for half a year
already, of whom | dream, in remembrance of
whom was created the adagio of my concerto”,
he wrote to Tytus Woyciechowski on October 3
1829. However, the concerto was published
several years later with a dedication to Delfina
Potocka, one of Chopin's students and a close
friend. Piano Concerto No. 2 was first performed
on 17 March 1830, in the National Theatre In
Warsaw with the composer as soloist. Since
then, it has been a popular piece in the classical
music repertoire and Is frequently performed by
pianists and orchestras around the world.

Antonin Dvorak



Symphony No. 8 in G Major, Op. 88, B. 163
Antonin Dvorak's Eighth Symphony is one of the
most popular works of Musical Romanticism,
considered by many as the greatest of his nine
symphonies. The composer wanted to write a
work different from his other symphonies, "with
individual ideas worked out in a new manner.”
And he truly succeeded in that. Still relying on
classical structure, Dvorak made use of folk-like
melodies of Bohemian character and pictorial
elements to create a unigue soundscape,
saturated with sounds from nature and full of joy.
Quite unique was also the choice of the key.
Since Haydn and Mozart, ho major composer
wrote symphonies iIn G major, as in
German-speaking cultures the key was
associated with "everything rustic, idyllic and
lyrical, every calm and satisfied passion, every
tender gratitude for true friendship and faithful
love - In a word every gentle and peaceful
emotion of the heart," as Christian Schubart
wrote in 1784/85 in his "ldeas Towards an
Aesthetic of Music." "Such a pity that it is so
much neglected these days because of its
apparent lightness," he concluded. The apparent
lightness of the key, however, did not hinder
Dvorak. On the contrary, as one of the critics
wrote after the British premiere, “Dvorak alone -
though he, too, like Brahms, has sought to keep
to the Beethoven school - has been able to bring
a distinctly new element into the symphony.” The
Eighth Symphony was composed in 1889 in
Dvorak's country home in a beautiful village,
Vysoka, and first performed in Prague’s
Rudolfinum on February 2 1890, conducted by
the composer himself. Since then, Dvorak's Op.
88. has been conquering the public worldwide,
evoking gentle and peaceful emotions Iin our
hearts.

Meanwhile in Georgia...

In 1943, the first Georgian symphony was
brought to life by the esteemed composer Shalva
Mshvelidze (1904-1984). Following this
significant achievement, he continued to create
five more symphonies, with his final one
completed in 1980. His contributions to the realm
of symphonic music in Georgia earned him the



distinction of being regarded as one of the
pioneers of Georgian symphonism. Even earlier,
in 1940, Shalva Mshvelidze had already made a
notable impact on Georgian academic music by
composing the first large-scale symphonic work
iIn the form of a symphonic poem titled
"Zviadauri."
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03 cofmb bojofnzganmdo...

30Mm39mon Jomoymn bodxmbno 1943 Baymb
obgmo domzo 3dd3ymondad (1904-1984). 306
300093 byono bLNIxmMbno Jd)qdbo, Toomgob
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NNdydgomo. 1940 Bogmb Tob obgmo
30M39mO dobdhHoonmMo bodxmboyMmo
BoboMmdAMgdn Jomoyym o3owadonm dnbozodo -
LodxmMboymmno 3mydo ,,030000019M0".
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