Programme

Piano Quartet No. 2 in G Minor, Op 45

Gabriel Faure was a prominent French
composer, known for his exceptional
contributions to the late Romantic and early
20th-century music. His Piano Quartet No. 2
in G minor stands as one of his most
accomplished chamber works. Composed in
1885-1886, it reflects Fauré's mature style,
showcasing his harmonic ingenuity, subtle
expressiveness, and refined craftsmanship.
After the successful premiere of his First
Piano Quartet in 1880, which received
favourable acclaim, Faure felt compelled to
write another piano quartet, despite not
having a specific commission. The esteemed
Fauré scholar, Jean-Michel Nectoux,
observes, that Faure recognized that the
classical repertoire lacked prominent
examples of piano quartets. Hence, writing In
this genre allowed Fauré to break new
ground and expand the repertoire In a
direction that resonated with his artistic
vision. The composition was premiered on
January 22, 1887, at the Société Nationale de
Musique, featuring a talented ensemble
consisting of Guillaume Remy on violin,
Louis van Waefelghem on viola, Jules Delsart
on cello, and the composer himself at the
piano. Following its successful premiere, the
piece was published with a dedication to the
renowned conductor, Hans von Bulow.

Johannes Brahms

Piano Quartet No. 1 in G Minor, Op. 25
Johannes Brahms composed his Piano
Quartet No. 1 between 1856 and 1861, during
a period of significant artistic development in



his career. The young Brahms was deeply
Influenced by the works of classical masters
such as Beethoven and Mozart, as well as
the Romantic innovations of composers like
Schumann and Schubert. The First Piano
Quartet showcased his mastery of both
traditional forms and innovative harmonic
language. The composition of the quartet
was nhot without its challenges, as Brahms
revised and refined the piece over several
years before arriving at its final version. Upon
completion, the quartet was premiered In
Hamburg in 1861 with Clara Schumann at the
piano. One year later, when Brahms made
Vienna his home, as an introduction to the
city's musical elite, he presented his Piano
Quartet in G minor. During a reading session,
the members of the esteemed Hellmesberger
Quartet, one of Vienna's leading chamber
ensembles, read the Quartet with Brahms at
the piano. It was during this reading that the
violinist Joseph Hellmesberger proclaimed,
"This is the heir of Beethoven!". The Quartet
Is particularly renowned for its closing
movement, the well-known Rondo alla
Zingarese. The movement's captivating
refrain reflects Brahms's enduring
fascination with Hungarian folk music.
Emotionally charged themes, masterful use
of Instrumental textures, and the brilliant
interplay between the piano and strings
make Brahms’ First Piano Quartet a
profound and captivating musical
experience for performers and audiences
alike.

Meanwhile in Georgia...

As Jean-Michel Nectoux observed, the piano
quartet genre IS noticeably
underrepresented In the classical repertoire.
Surprisingly, Georgian composers didn't
show much interest In this genre either. It
wasn't until 1993 that Sulkhan Nasidze
composed the first work In this category,



utied “IVietamorphosis,” Sspecitically writien
for violin, viola, cello, and piano. After
Nasidze's pioneering piece, only a handful of
other Georgian composers delved into
creating piano quartets.
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boggmMmbpy3006m 330Mm@HybH0 3M33MdadHmMnb
aho-ghono  yzgmody  bymymgomo
3odgMnmo Bobom3dmaodno. 1885-1886
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3bmoomo d33ma3zoMmn ob-dndym b639bY

ombndbo3L, tfhma bo3oMmoyome
3n3d3mdobhmmdo  gonodmo, mMO3IEbo
O 3MOO 3mobn3nm a3y dHnomb
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3mn33mdadmmdo dgobMmymo. Bomdohgdnmo
3y3dngmab dn3dw93 BoboMm3Amyon
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conmozmmb 306L aamMb daNm3L.
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3060mMN Rondo alla Zingarese,
mmdgmdog o0bobo O0MOALOL godornodo
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Job-30d9m bodhab 0330037000,
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Jomm3gmoao 3m3d3mdobhmmydnz. dbmmmeo
1993 bBomb obamo bymbob 6obondyd
,09HOIMMMBYON" - 30M39mO
Bob6oM3mMaon dnjadbomao 30MmMObmDL,
demdnb, Hyaonmbo o ggmMmbpy3006mbM30L.
©mgddeey dbmmmeo bym  Modobnd)
Jom39m3o 3n3d3mdadmido dndodo dob.
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