Programme

During the whole day, the Tsinandali Festival will host Sergei
Rachmaninoff Anniversary Marathon. The Marathon is dedicated to the
famous Georgian pianist Lekso Toradze who passed away in 2022. The
celebration of the 150th anniversary of Rachmaninoff’s birth will start
with the concert of Alexander Malofeev, who will perform some of
Rachmaninoff’s most famous piano pieces.

Sergei Rachmaninoff

Prelude in C-sharp Minor, Op. 3, No. 2

Elegie in E-flat Minor, Op. 3, No. 1

In 1892, 19 years old Sergei Rachmaninoff composed the piano cycle
"Morceaux de fantaisie" - a set of five piano pieces that would become
his first published work. The earliest piece was a C-sharp minor Prelude
around which Rachmaninoff composed and grouped the other four
pieces by the principle of contrast. The Prelude is one of his most
famous and beloved compositions which demonstrates his remarkable
talent as a composer and pianist. The piece is characterized by its
achingly beautiful melody and its poighant, melancholic atmosphere.
The haunting melody that opens the Prelude is instantly recognizable,
making it one of Rachmaninoff's most iconic themes. Ilts mournful
quality has led to the work's popular nickname, "The Bells of Moscow."
The Prelude is preceded in the cycle by “Elegie”, a deeply moving and
evocative piano work that showcases the composer's ability to convey
profound emotions through music. Throughout the piece, the Elegie
explores a range of emotions, from tender and delicate moments to
intense and passionate outbursts. The pieces’ emotional intensity and
dramatic flourishes are classic traits of Rachmaninoff's style, which
combines his Russian heritage with the influence of Western European
Romantic composers.

Etudes-Tableaux, Op. 33 and Op. 39

Rachmaninoff's Etudes-Tableaux, Op. 33 and Op. 39, are two sets of
piano pieces that hold a special place in the world of piano literature.
Composed between 1911 and 1917, these works demonstrate
Rachmaninoff's extraordinary pianistic prowess, profound emotional
expression, and gift for creating evocative musical imagery. The term
"Etude-Tableau” can be translated as "Study Pictures" or "Picture
Studies," indicating that these compositions are not merely technical
exercises, but also convey vivid musical images and emotions. Each
piece is a musical snapshot, capturing different moods, scenes, and
emotions, and inviting the listener to embark on a powerful and
imaginative journey. Initially, Rachmaninoff composed nine pieces for
Op. 33 but published only six of them in 1914; Two of them appeared
posthumously and the A-minor étude was revised and used in the Op.
39 set. Today, you will hear all nine of them.

Lilacs, Op. 21, No. 5

Rachmaninoff's "Lilacs," Op. 21, No. 5, is a beautiful and expressive
piano piece that exudes nostalgia, tenderness, and poetic lyricism.
Composed in 1902, it is part of a set of twelve songs for voice and
piano, but it is also often performed as a standalone piano work. One of
the notable transcribers of "Lilacs"” for piano solo is the composer
himself, however, other pianists and composers have also created their
versions. The title "Lilacs"” reflects the poem's lyrical theme, as the
music captures the delicate beauty and fragrant essence of lilac
flowers. Whether performed as a standalone piano piece or In its
original vocal form, "Lilacs" remains a testament to Rachmaninoff's
genius for creating deeply moving and unforgettable music.



Piano Sonata No. 2 in B-flat Minor, Op. 36

While spending the summer of 1913 with his family in Rome,
Rachmaninoff began composing two pieces simultaneously, the
Second Piano Sonata and the Choral Symphony "The Bells" (which may
explain why the Second Sonata is permeated with bell sounds). Both
were finished in the late summer at lvanovka estate. Nevertheless, their
fate was different. "The Bells" was met with huge success, listeners
admired it and Rachmaninoff nhamed it several times as his favourite
piece. The Sonata, on the contrary, was poorly received and the
composer removed it from the repertoire after only a few performances.
In 1931, however, he returned to the piece. "... In this sonata, so many
voices are moving simultaneously, and it is too long," he remarked and
reworked the original, reducing its size, simplifying some difficult
passages and clarifying the texture. This version did not bring great
success to the composer either. It was a friend of Rachmaninoff -
Vladimir Horowitz who had the honour of popularising the Second
Sonata. He created his own version which combined both the original
and revised versions and, after many concerts and recordings, the
Sonata finally took its well-deserved place in the repertoire. While
history has not rejected the original version, and it is often heard in
concert halls, today you will hear Rachmaninoff's 1931 version.

Meanwhile in Georgia...

In 1911, Rachmaninoff made his first visit to Georgia, and subsequently,
he returned to Tiflis in 1913 and 1915. Singer Nina
Andrianova-Ryadnova shares intriguing details in her memoirs
regarding Rachmaninoff's visits to Tbilisi. During his initial visit to
Georgia in 1911, Rachmaninoff coincidentally arrived at the same time
as another great pianist, Joseph Hoffmann. On November 18, 1911,
Rachmaninoff showcased two piano concertos. He began with his
Third Concerto in D minor, which was dedicated to Joseph Hoffmann,
although the latter had never performed it publicly, claiming it was not
suited to him. Rachmaninoff also performed Tchaikovsky's B-flat minor
Concerto during the concert. The orchestra's accompaniment pleased
Rachmaninoff, and as an encore, he treated the audience to several
pieces, including his famous C-sharp minor Prelude, which had been
previously performed in Tiflis by Hoffmann too. Joseph Hoffmann,
present at Rachmaninoff's concert, enthusiastically applauded him.
Later, when Hoffmann played Rachmaninoff's Second Concerto for
Georgian public, Rachmaninoff warmly embraced him, expressing,
"I've just now realized the beauty of my Concerto." The encounters
between the two renowned pianists added an extraordinary dimension
to the musical exchange in Georgia during those memorable visits.
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