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Ludwig van Beethoven

Concerto for Violin and Orchestra in D Major, Op. 61
The Beethoven Violin Concerto in D Major is one of the
most celebrated and iconic works Iin the violin
concerto repertoire. Ilts enduring appeal lies In its
exceptional combination of lyricism, drama, and
virtuosity. Beethoven composed it in 1806 and its
premiere took place on 23 December 1806, in the
Theater an der Wien in Vienna. It was mostly because
of this quite unsuccessful premiere that the work
languished in obscurity for the next four decades.
Interestingly, it was performed by the leading violinist
of his time Franz Clement who asked Beethoven to
write a violin concerto for him. Though, Beethoven
finished the Concerto just two days before the
premiere and Clement had to sight-read the opening
performance. Besides, contrary to convention,
Beethoven did not write a cadenza - an
unaccompanied bravura passage introduced usually
at the end of the first movement - and Clement most
likely improvised on the spot. The lack of adequate
rehearsal gave the Violin Concerto a bad reputation
which could be overcome only in 38 years. In 1844, a
12-year-old violin virtuoso Joseph Joachim, who
would become one of the most significant violinists in
history, played it to great acclaim with the orchestra of
the London Philharmonic Society conducted by Felix
Mendelssohn. He continued to advocate the work. As
Robert Schumann wrote, it was Joachim’s “skilful
hand” that “led us through the heights and depths of
that marvellous structure which the majority explore in
vain,” turning the D -major Violin Concerto into an
essential repertory item.

Robert Schumann

Symphony No. 2 in C Major, Op. 61

Robert Schumann composed his Symphony No. 2 in
1845-1846. At the time of its creation, Schumann was
living in Dresden suffering from persistent "nervous
prostration”. Upon commencing work, Schumann was
plagued by sudden fits of shivering and an
overwhelming fear of death. He developed an aversion
to heights, all metallic objects, and even medications.
Additionally, Schumann's diaries reveal that he
constantly suffered from auditory hallucinations. It
was under these conditions that he created his Third
Symphony, identified as Number Two as a result of



publication order. In October 1846, as Schumann
completed the score, he remarked: “l was in bad
shape physically when | began the work, and was
afraid my semi-invalid state could be detected in the
music. However, | began to feel more myself when |
finished the whole work”. Nevertheless, he
acknowledged that the Symphony remained a
"souvenir of a dark period,"” alluding to the challenging
emotional struggles he experienced during its
composition. “It is music of light and shade, sunshine
and shadow...The first movement is full of my struggle
and in its character it is capricious and refractory... It
Is very peevish and perverse In character...
Sometimes | fear my semi-invalid state can be divined
from the music,” he wrote. Despite inner struggles, the
symphony Iis marked by moments of hope,
exuberance, and joy, showcasing Schumann's ability
to experience and express through music truly
Beethovenian spiritual triumph over fate. The Second
Symphony premiered on November 5, 1846, in the
Leipzig Gewandhaus with Felix Mendelssohn
conducting. Although the premiere was not
successful, today, Symphony No. 2 is regarded as one
of Schumann's masterpieces, cherished for its
expressive power, innovation, and rich orchestration.
It continues to be a beloved and frequently performed
symphony in the Romantic orchestral repertoire.

Meanwhile in Georgia...

In 1846, when Schumann completed the score of his
Second Symphony, in Georgia died Alexander
Chavchavadze. Alexander Chavchavadze (1786-1846)
was a prominent Georgian poet, military leader, and
public figure during the 19th century. He was a key
figure in Georgian literature and played a significant
role In the country's cultural and social life.
Chavchavadze was part of the Georgian aristocracy
and came from the noble Chavchavadze family. He is
also known for his association with the Tsinandali
Estate, which played a significant role in his life. He
inherited the estate from his father, Garsevan
Chavchavadze, and it became his primary residence.
Alexander Chavchavadze was not only a talented poet
but also a military commander. He was known for his
progressive views and efforts to modernize and
improve Georgian society. He advocated for
education, reforms, and the preservation of Georgian
cultural heritage. Chavchavadze's literary works were
heavily influenced by Romanticism and often depicted
themes of love, patriotism, and the beauty of
Georgia's landscapes. He is considered the founder of
Georgian Romanticism, one of the most important
figures in Georgian literature, and remains highly
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